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Introduction to Dystopia 
*online*
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IMPORTANT

• Listening Test (wk14)
TERM 4
• Test week = Reading 

comprehension (CITO 
leesvaardigheid)
• Writing Assignment: 

Dystopian Literature
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Speculative Fiction - Dystopia 

Look at this place.
What do you think has happened here?
Why do you think it happened?

Think-Pair-Share 3



‘Dystopia’ and ‘Utopia’ are two terms 
commonly used in speculative fiction

Dystopia = an imagined world in 
which everything is unpleasant or 

bad, perhaps with evil people in 
power or a world close to 

destruction.

Utopia  = An imagined world in 
which everything is amazing and 

wonderful. 

Discuss one of the following questions
THINK-PAIR-SHARE

1. Come up with your own ‘What 
if…’ dystopia. 

Example: What if the world was taken 
over by zombies?
Why has your ‘What if’ dystopia 
happened?
2. Imagine a utopian world. What 

has happened and why? What is 
life like there?
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Dystopia



Utopia



Lesson Goals

To understand what a dystopia is and 
what a utopia is

To discover some of the key 
conventions of dystopias

To evaluate if we are living in a 
utopia or a dystopia
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Dystopia 

… is a Greek word? It’s been 
around for thousands of 
years!

The prefix ‘dys’ means ‘bad’ 
and the term ‘topia’ means 
place, so it literally translates 
as ‘bad place’!
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Some of the key conventions of dystopias are:
Characters
• Ordinary people in 

extraordinary places.
• People with tremendous 

power that make the 
people of the world 
scared or they worship 
them.

• Heroes or heroines that 
fight against those with 
power.

• Sometimes the narratives 
are told in first person.

Settings
• Worlds close to 

destruction or after they 
have been destroyed.

• Places under heavy 
surveillance or with 
citizens being monitored 
all the time.

• Places controlled by 
technology, for example 
robots.

Thoughts and Feelings (Themes)
• Fear
• Control (Political, corporate or religious)
• A lack of trust against nature
• Trust in technology and science
• Power
• Survival
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Lesson Task: What world are we closer to? Dystopia or Utopia?

How are we closer to this type of world? What evidence have you 
got?

How could we prevent a dystopia? List THREE ways.

Bring to the next lesson. 



QUESTIONS

• You can mail or slack me 
about the lesson task
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